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LIFE  OF  DAVID  HAGGART. 


DAVID  HAGGART  was  born  at  the 
farm  town,  called  the  Golden  Acre, 
near  Canon-mills,  Edinburgh,  on  the  24ch 
June,  1801  :  his  father  was  a  gamekeeper^ 
but  afterwards  a  dog-trainer.  He  was  put 
to  fchool  early-  where  he  acquired  a  good 
knowledge  of  Englifti  grammar,  writing, 
and  arithmetic.  About  the  age  of  ten,  a 
trifling  accident  occurred,  which,  for  fear 
of  punifliment  from  his  father,  determined 
him  to  leave  home ;  and  from  that  moment 
he  dated  the  commencement  of  his  finful 
career.  He  had  made  no  wicked  acquain-. 
tance  as  yet,  but  committed  feveral  depre- 
dations by  himfelf. 

The  firjl  of  thefe  was  ftealing  a  bantam 
cock  from  a  woman  at  the  back  of  the  New 
Town*  Taking  a  fancy  to  it,  he  offered  to 
buy  it,  but  the  woman  refufed  to  fell  it ; 
fo  he  fet  a  cock  of  his  own  to  fight  with 
it,  and  then  came  off  with  his  prize.  His 
pext,  was  lifting  a  fliop-till  from  a  poor 
woman  in  Stock  Bridge.  Being  fome  miles 
from  town,  and  tired,  he  mounted  a  poney 
which  was  grazing  on  the  road  fide,  and 
rode  home,  where  he  kept  it  for  fome  time 
in  an  outhoufe,  in  which  he  had  formerly 
kept  a  cuddle  :  he  kept  it  for  feveral  days, 
until  the  owner  found  it  out  by  accident. 
At  Leith  Races,  in  1813,  he  eniifted  in  the 
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Norfolk  Militia,  and  learned  the  drum  and  J 
bugle-horn  ;  but  the  regiment  being  dif-  ' 
banded  in  about  a  year  afterwards,  he  re-  |^ 
turned  home,  his  father  then  living  in  the  " 
fouth  back  of  Canongate,  Edinburgh.  He  f 
was  foon  after  placed  as  an  apprentice  to  1 
the  millwright  and  engineering  buftness^  , 
with  Cockburn  and  Baird,  Canongate,  and  !' 
was  well  liked  by  his  employers. 

His  matter  having  given  up  bufinefs,  he  ^" 
was  thrown  idle,  and  became  acquainted 
with  many  worthlefs  characters,  among  |' 
whom  was  one  Barney,  an  Iri&man,  who  ' 
had  been  bred  a  tailor  in  Dumfries :  he 
was  older  than  Haggart,  of  great  bodily 
ftrength,  and  a  moft  ikilful  pickpocket* 
Barney  put  him  up  to  a  number  of  tricks,  ^ 
and  they  agreed  to  travel  together.  In 
Auguft,  1817,  when  on  the  point  of  going 
to  England,  they  paffed  a  day  at  Portobello  ^ 
Races^  and  picked  a  gentleman'is  pocket  of  i 
eleven  pounds,  the  firft  ever  Haggart  at* 
.tempted  in  dayJight :  with  this  they  took 
Gutfide  places  on  the  Jedburgh  coach,  and 
got  themfelves  genteelly  dreffed.  They  at- 
tended  St.  James's  fair  at  Kelfo,  and  picked 
twenty  pounds  from  two  perfons.  From 
thence  they  went  to  Dumfries,  and  flopped 
three  weeks :  they  attended  Lockerby  fair, 
and  going  to  a  publk-houfe,  v/here  a  farmer 
and  drover  were  quarrelling,  Barney  blew 
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i  i^e  coal,  and  they  fell  to  fighting  :  they  fell, 
and  Barney  picked  the  farmer's  pocket  of 
J  twenty-three  pounds.    Haggart  called  for 
J  the  waiter,  appeared  in  a  violent  pafsion, 
J  paid  for  a  bottle  of  porter,  and  they  left 
J  the  houfe.    They  ttarted  neKt  morning  for 
I  Langholme  fair,  where  they  took  from  a 
[I  farmer  £  100  in  ten-pound  notes,  and  £lO 
I  in  twenty-fhilling  notes.  Shortly  afterwards 
J I  they  faw  John  Richardfbn,  a  Dumfries  offi- 
j  cer,  running  about,  but  he  did  nor  notice 
f  them.    They  hired  a  poft-chaife  to  Annan, 
[I  and  next  day  took  the  coach  for  CirliUe. 
J     Newcaftle  next  became  thefcene  of  their 
]\  exploits;  and  during  their  ftay,  they  took 
I  to  the  amount  of  about  £70,  in  money  & 
I  valuables.    They  then  went  to  Durham, 
I  and  at  night  broke  a  lonely  houfe  on  the 
I  road  to  York,  where  they  got  £20  They 
I  were  apprehended  for  this,  tried,  found 
I  guilty,  and  fent  back  to  prifon,  to  await 
I  fentence  of  death  at  the  clofe  of  the  afljz;es. 
They  broke  prifon  that  night,  but  Haggart 
only  efcaped :  he  provided  himfelf  with  a 
\  rope-ladder,  as  alfo  a  faw,  which  he  gave  to 
Barney,  who  made  his  efcape  that  fame 
1  jiight.    When  Haggart  was  going  to  Dur- 
ham, in  company  with  a  Yorkfliire  pick- 
I  pocket,  they  were  purfued  by  two  confta^ 
I  bles;  and  juft  as  one  was  apprehending 
Haggart,  he  laid  him  low  with  his  piftol. 
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They  got  clear  away,  and  he  never  knew  ^ 
whether  the  man  was  murdered  of  not, 
but  he  thought  fo.    They  next  went  to 
Coldflream  fair,  and  Barney  being  found 
attempting  a  farmer's  pocket,  got  three 
months  in  Jedburgh  jail.    Haggart  went 
to  Newcaftle  again,  and  to  the  fame  lodg- 
ings, where  he  was  treated  like  a  fon ;  but  jr, 
little  did  the  people  know  who  they  weref  |;, 
fo  kind  to.    He  did  numerous  tricks  here, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Edinburgh,  where  j 
he  carried  on  the  f^rne  line,  but  did  not  j 
live  in  his  father's  houfe. 

In  Sept.  he  went  to  Perth,  with  one  w 
Henry,  and  had  fome  adventures.  They 
returned  to  Leith,  and  were  taken  by  the 
police  for  fome  crimes ;  got  bail,  and  were  |p 
lijerated. 

Haggart  had  a  number  of  adventures  in 
Edinburgh  and  neighbourhood,  and  was  ^ 
put  four  months  in  Bridewell.   'After  be»  ^ 
ing  releafed,  he  met  with  fome  of  his  com-  ^ 
panions,  and  took  a  trip  through  the  North :  p 
he  was  in  Aberdeen  jail  for  fome  time,  and 
after  committing  more  depredations,  he 
returned  to  Edinburgh. 

They  broke  into  feveral  houfes  in  Edin^ 
burgh  and  Leith,  and  on  New-year's  morn- 
ing 1820,  Hagojart  had  for  his  fhare  five 
filver  watches  and  a  gold  one,  taken  on  the 
South  and  North  Bridges.    He  remained 
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in  Edinburgh  till  the  18th,  when  he  was 
taken  up  and  put  into  the  Lock-up-houfe 
to  find  bail.  He  got  out ;  and  one  night 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  Lock-up-houfe,[and  gave 
the  keeper  fo  much  drink,  that  he  got  the 
key,  and  liberated  fix  prifoners. 

He  went  to  Leith  the  night  following 
and  took  lodgings  in  Cupar ftreet,  and 
lived  with  a  woman  of  the  town.  While 
here  he  committed  various  acts  in  Leith, 
Edinburgh,  and  neighbourhood,  by  tying 
Ihop-doors,  thrufting  his  hand  through  the 
windows,  and  grafping  whatever  goods  lay 
in  his  road,  breaking  into  houfes,  picking 
pockets  cf  watches,  &c. — In  the  courfe  of 
thefe  operations  he  removed  to  different 
lodgings. 

On  the  firft  of  March,  while  fitting  in 
his  lodgings  with  a  pickpocket  of  the  name 
of  Forreft,  in  Johnfton  Street,  North  Leith, 
Capt.  Rofs,  of  the  police,  and  one  of  his 
men,  came  in  upon  them  :  Rofs  feized 
Forreft  and  carried  him  oflf,  leaving  Hag- 
gar  t  in  charge  of  the  policeman.  When 
left  alone,  the  policeman  opened  a  bed- 
room  door,  and  was  looking  into  it,  when 
Haggart  forced  him  in,  locked  the  door, 
and  was  making  his  way  down*  the  ftairs, 
when  he  was  met  by  Rofs  and  another 
pi>liceman ;  a  ftruggle  commenced,  but 
the  two  overpowered  Haggart,  and  he  was 
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carried  to  the  Police-office  ftreaming  with 
blood.  He  was  kept  here  two  days^  and 
then  put  into  the  jail  to  ftand  trial. — On 
the  27th  March,  he  got  a  fmall  file,  and 
cut  the  chains  off  his  legs,  penetrated 
through  two  thick  walls  with  his  hand- 
cuffs, liberated  BorreO;,  and  got  outfide 
about  five  o'clock  next  morning.  When 
on  the  outer  ftair,  he  fiw  a  man  coming 
up  Queen-ftreetj  and  h^^  prepared  to  give 
him  battle  ;  but  the  man  only  faid,  "  Run^ 
Haggart,  run  !  I  won*t  touch  ye/'  Hag- 
gart  took  hold  of  Korreft*s  hand,  and 
ran  to  Dalkeith,  He  ftaid  there  all  night, 
and  ftole  12  yards  of  blue  cloth  :  ftarted 
at  two  o'clock  next  morning  for  Kelfa, 
robbed  a  farmer  of  four  pounds,  and  fet 
off  for  Dumfries.  They  were  joined  by 
two  other  pickpockets,  one  of  whom  was 
hanged  fhortly  after  at  Glafgow. 

In  Dumfries  he  picked  feveral  pockets, 
and  entered  feveral  dwelling-houfes,  when 
he  fell  in  with  his  old  friend  Barney 
M'Guire,  never  having  feen  him  fince  they 
parted  at  Kelfo  in  1818.  They  were  in- 
tending to  leave  Dumfries  that  night,  but 
Barney  was  taken  up.  Haggart  ftarted 
for  Carlifle  next  morning,  but  was  over* 
taken  and  carried  back  to  Dumfries.  Capt* 
Rofs  arrived  in  a  few  days,  and  carried 
him  back  to  Leich  jail. 
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Barney  was  tranfported  for  fourteen 
years.    Haggart  was  tried  at  Edinburgh 
oil  the  12th  of  July,  but  got  off  ;  he  WaS 
then  fent  to  Dumfries,  to  ftand  trial  at  the 
circuit  there  for  houfebreaking :  his  trial 
did  not  go  on,  and  he  was  fent  back  to 
Jail.    Here  he  got  acquainted  with  a  lad, 
John  Dunbar,  who  was  under  fentence  of 
tranfportation.     He  alfo  got  acquainted 
with  fome  people  belonging  to  the  town, 
who  feemed  willing  to  do  him  a  favour  : 
fo  Haggart  made  the  plan  of  four  keys, 
and  a  perfon  was  to  get  them  made  for 
him,  there  being  four  doors  betwixt  his 
cell  and  the  ftreet.    Having  thus,  as  he 
thought,  fecured  his  Uberty,  he  was  too 
cafily  led  into  another  fcheme  with  Dun* 
bar.    Haggart  thought  himfelf  certain  of 
his  own  liberty,  and  wiflied  to  clear  tht^ 
Jail  of  all  the  prifoners.    Laurie,  a  prifoner, 
propofed  getting  a  ftone,  tying  it  in  a  nap- 
kin, and  fome  morning  to  knock  down 
Hunter,  the  head  jailor,  and  take  the  keys 
from  him,  Haggart  was  not  fond  of  ufing  a 
stone,  as  he  did  not  want  to  hurt  the  j.nlor; 
and  he  propofed,  when  Thomas  iViorrin 
came  up  to  the  man  under  fentence  of  death, 
to  gag  him  into  a  clofet  at  the  head  of  the 
flairs,  and  take  the  keys  from  him.  Dun- 
bar and  fome  others  got  the  ftone  and  put 
it  into  a  bag,~On  Tuesday,  the  lOth  af 
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October,  about  twelve  o*c!ock.  they  ob- 
served Hunter,  the  head  turnkey,  leave 
I  he  jail  to  attend  the  Races,  and  fliordy 
after,  Morrin  came  up  with  two  minifters, 
whom  he  locked  in  the  cell  with  M'Grory, 
who  was  under  fentence  of  death.  Shortly 
after,  Haggart  placed  himfelf  in  the  clofet 
at  the  head  of  the  flairs,  where  he  had 
previoufly  put  the  ftone  and  bag.  Dunbar 
then  called  up  Morrin  to  let  out  the  n»i- 
nillers.  He  came  up  accordingly  with  a 
plate  of  potatoe-foup  for  M'Grory,  and 
when  he  got  up  to  the  top  of  the  ftairs, 
Haggart  came  out  upon  him  from  the 
doiet,  and  the  pufliing  open  of  the  door 
knocked  the  plate  out  of  his  hand  ;  he  then 
Druck  him  one  blow  with  the  ftone,  dafhed 
him  down,  and  without  the  lofs  of  a  mo- 
ment, pulled  the  key  of  the  outer  door 
from  his  pocket ;  he  gave  only  one  blow 
with  the  ftone  andt  hrew  it  down.  Dun- 
bar picked  it  up,  but  no  more  blows  were' 
given,  fo  that  Morrin  muft  have  received 
his  other  blows  in  falling.  Haggart  ob- 
ferved  Dunbar  on  the  top  of  him,  rifling 
his  breaft  for  the  key,  which  he  had  got. 
Simpfon  had  a  hold  of  Morrin's  ftiouiders, 
and  was  beating  his  back  upon  the  ftep^  of 
the  ftair.  Haggart  ruflied  paft  them,  crofs- 
ed  the  ftair  as  fteadily  as  he  could,  pulled 
the  key  from  his  pocket,  and  opened  the 
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outer  door.  On  getting  out  at  the  door 
he  ran  round  the  eaft  corner  of  the  jnl 
wall,  and  then  walked  rapidly  round  the 
back  ftreet,  and  round  a  great  part  of  the 
town,  till  he  came  to  the  back  of  the  King's 
Arms  Inn.  Dunbar  made  iip  to  him,  and 
that  very  moment  they  faw  a  policeman 
coming  right  up  to  meet  them  ;  on  this 
they  wheeled  about  and  ran,  but  Dunbar 
was  taken  before  he  ran  ten  yards,  and 
Haggart  had  the  mortificiition  to  fee  his 
fellow-adventurer  fecured.  He  thought 
once  of  bolting  among  them  to  refcue  him, 
but  the  mob  was  too  great  for  him.  He 
went  up  through  the  yard  of  the  King's 
Arms  without  meeting  any  body,  croffed 
the  High  Street,  and  ran  down  towards  the 
Nith.  He  kept  along  the  waterfide  till  he 
got  away  to  the  eafl  of  Cumlungan  Wood 
having  run  nearly  10  miles  in  lefs,  than  an 
hour.  He  then  got  on  the  high  road  to 
Annan,  when  he  faw  a  poft  chaife  at  full 
gallop.  Upon  this  he  buttoned  his  coat, 
and  leapt  a  hedge  into  a  field  where  fome 
people  were  raifing  potatoes.  They  all 
joined  the  policeman,  who  had  got  out  of 
the  chaife  in  purfuit  of  him  }  he  crolTc'd  the 
field  at  a  fl  ipping  pace,  and  made  for  Ci^m- 
lungan  Wood,  he  bolted  over  a  very  deep 
ditch  covered  with  briars,  and  ran  a  few 
fteps  along  the  fide  of  the  h^ge,  to  make 
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the  policemen  think  he  was  going  into  the 
wood  ;  he  then  wheeled  round,  loured,  and; 
when  they  went  up  one  fide  of  the  ditch, 
he  ran  down  the  other  :  little  did  they 
know  he  was  fo  near  them,  he  could  have 
breathed  upon  John  Richardfon  as  he  paffed 
him.  In  this  way  he  came  to  the  crofs 
road,  which  leads  from  the  Nith  to  the 
public  road,  and  never  did  a  fox  double  the 
hounds  in  better  ftyle.  He  then  made  for 
Annan  ;  and  getting  on  a  mile  or  two  on 
the  Carlifle  road,  he  went  into  a  belt  of 
planting.  Watching  an  opportunity,  he 
dived  into  a  hay^ftack,  and  lay  there  till 
next  day  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  he  heard  a  woman  afk  at  a  boy  if 
that  lad  was  taken  who  had  broke  out  of 
Dumfries  jiil.  The  boy  anfwered  *  No  ; 
but  the  j  lilor  died  laft  night/  On  hearing 
this,  Haggart  lay  infenfible  for  a  good  while.; 
He  left  the  ftack,  and  feeing  a  fcarecrow^ 
in  a  field,  he  took  fome  of  the  old  clothes 
to  difguife  himfelf.  One  night  he  flept  in 
a  hay-loft,  and  in  the  morning  he  overheard 
two  men,  who  were  feeding  their  horfes; 
fpeaking  about  him :  he  ftarted  for  Carlifl> 
and  then  to  Newcafl:le,  where  he  (topped 
for  fome  days,  and,  along  with  one  Fleming^ 
robbed  a  man  of  £22  in  the  market-place  : 
here  he  paffed  clofe  to  Richardfon,  who  was' 
in  queft  of  him;  but  was  not  noticed.  He 
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J  kft  Newcaftle  for  Scotland;  got  upon  the 
1  Berwick  coach;  then  took  a  ticket  for 
,  Edinburgh,  but  flopped  at  Dunbar^  Next 
f  morning  fet  off  for  Edinburgh,  and  met 
J  with  a  gentleman,  and  they  lodged  at  the 
1  Lord  Duncan  Tavern.  After  feparating 
J  from  the  gentleman,  he  flopped  at  Jock's 
5  Lodge  with  a  friend  :  while  here  he  vifited 
I  his  father  and  fome  acquaintances,  difguifed 
f  in  women's  clothes.  One  night,  dreffed 
I  in  his  own  clothes,  taking  a  walk  froni 
f  Portobello  to  Leith,  he  met  Captain  Rofs, 
J  of  the  Leith  police:  their  eyes  met,  and 
I  both  flood  motionlefs,  till  Haggart  feigned 
,  to  pull  a  piflol  from  his  breafl.  Knowing 
f  him  too  well  before,  Rofs  quickly  took  to 
f  his  heels ;  and  Haggart  inflantly  turned  t6 
i  the  fields,  and  made  for  Jock'sLodge.  He 
;i  immediitely  crofTed  the  Forth  to  Dundee, 
vi  difguifed  in  failor's  clothes:  there  he  com- 
r  mitted  a  number  of  depredations,  then  rt;- 
si  turned  to  Newhaven,  and  went  to  Edin- 
1  burgh.  Here  the  firfl  thing  he  faw  was  a 
]  bill  pofted  up,  offering  70  guineas  reward 
I,  for  his  apprehenfion.  This  determined  him 
V  to  go  north  again.  He  vifited  Dundee  and 
J  Perth,  and  attended  the  fairs  in  Dunkeld, 
Kenmore,  &c  ,  and  robbed  fome  cattle- 
: I  dealers  to  a  confiderable  amount.  One 
181  night,  in  his  lodgings  in  Perth,  two  police- 
ej  men  came  in  upon  him,  but  the  determined 
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manner  in  which  he  received  them  made 
them  hefitate  in  apprehending  him,  and  he 
gained  an  opportunity  to  efcape.  He  left 
for  Glafgow,  and  made  up  his  mind  to  go  I 
to  Ireland.  He  embarked  in  a  fteam-boat, 
and  was  recognited  by  the  Provoft  of  Kirk- 
caldy, who  went  afliore  at  LamlaCh  :  Hag. 
gart  was  ready  to  jump  overboard,  but  the| 
boat  went  off  without  the  Provoft.  He 
landed  in  Belfaft,  where  he  attended  fairs,  I 
&c.,  and  was  in  continual  fcenes  of  robbing,  I 
knocking  down,  &c.  At  Drumore  mar- 
ket he  was  feized  and  taken  before  a  ma-i 
giftrate.  When  afked  what  name  he  had, 
he  anfwered,  in  high  Fipperary,  it  was  John 
M  Colgan,  from  Armagh.  He  was  crofs-l 
examined,  and  fhewn  a  Dublin  paper,  with! 
a  defcription  of  his  perfon  ;  but  he  denied 
being  a  Scotchman,  and  pafsed  of  the  brogue 
io  well,  that  the  magiftrate  was  in  doubts, 
but  ordered  him  to  be  detained  in  the  court 
houfe,  guarded  by  three  yeomen.  He  plied 
them  fo  w^ell  with  drink,  that  he  prevailed 
on  them  to  let  a  young  woman  bring  him 
fome  fupper ;  and  when  ftie  came,  he  got 
leave  to  fpeak  with  her  privately  behind 
the  boxes  of  the  court,  where  there  is  a 
large  window,  through  which  he  bolted 
without  being  hurt  by  the  fall,  crefl^d  the 
ftreet,  and  got  into  an  entry,  where  he  faw 
his  keepers  below  the  window  flaring 
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5  ?ach  other.  Ke  ftarted  for  Belfaft,  and 
e  :hen  to  DubliOj  and  paid  his  paffage  for 
t  America  at  the  pigeon-houfe  ;  but  meeting 
}  3vith  one  O'Brien,  he  changed  his  mind. 
,  Here  he  robbed  a  man  of  100  guineas  in 
.  gold,  and  jmnted  through  the  country  in 
.  :ars  with  women  of  bad  fame.  He  was 
e  :aken  up  for  robbing  a  drover  at  Down- 
e  Patrick,  and  put  into  jail,  where  he  faw 
,  more  fcenes  of  wickednefs  than  ever  he 
,  lad  witneffed  all  his  life.  The  women's 
.  :oom  was  immediately  above  the  men's, 
.  uid  eight  days'  provifions  were  ferved  out 
[  :o  them  at  one  time :  they  blocked  up  the 
[1  loors,  made  a  hole  betwixt  the  two  apart- 
i.inents,  and  kept  poffefsion  in  the  moft 
i  riotous  manner.  Before  his  trial,  he  bribed 
1  :he  drover  not  to  fwear  he  was  the  perfon/ 
e  ind  he  was  banifhed  for  feven  years.  In 
ijjail  he  was  vifited  by  the  magiftrate  of 
t  Drumore,  who  ordered  the  jiilor  to  put 
i  bim  in  ftrong  irons.  Haggart  denied  that 
d  be  had  ever  been  in  Drumore,  and  faid  his 
n  name  was  O'Brien,  and  not  M*Colgan.  He 
)t|was  moved  to  Kilmainham  jail  among  other 
dlcriminals :  here  he  made  his  efcape,  but 
a  was  caught,  by  fome  of  the  prifoners  in- 
d  forming  the  jailor  of  his  defigns. 
ie'  Next  day  the  whole  of  the  prifoners 
ftfjwere  called  out  into  the  court-yard,  and 
itiin  a  few  minutes  John  Richardfon,  from 
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Dumfries,  made  his  appearance,  and  began 
his  examination.  He  paffed  him  once,  but 
upon  a  fecond  look  over  he  recognWed  him, 
and  faid,  Davie,  do  you  ken  me  ?  Haggart 
turned  to  the  jailor,  and,  in  a  mafter-piece 
of  Irifh  brogue,  faid,  What  does  the  man 
fay  ?  Don't  you  know  him  ?  viras  the 
anfvver.  He  faid  he  did  not;  but  John 
perfilled  that  he  did.  On  the  fecond  day 
he  was  put  in  irons,  and  conducted  by  John 
and  an  Irifh  officer  to  Dumfries,  They 
were  three  days  and  three  nights  on  the 
road,  and  he  experienced  great  kindnefs 
from  the  officers.  On  their  approach  to 
Dumfries,  thoufands  of  people  met  them 
with  torches  in  thtir  hands.  From  Dum. 
fries  he  was  conveyed  to  Edinburgh  jail^ 
and  placed  under  the  care  of  Capt.  Sibbald, 
who,  he  faid,  was  the  kii\deft  jailor  in  the 
world.  He  was  tried  on  the  1  ith  of  June, 
and  the  jury  gave  in  a  verdict  of  guilty 
When  the  judge  was  paffing  the  fentence.  ^' 
he  grew  dizzy,  and  gafped  tor  breath.  H( 
was  carried  back  to  j  dl,  where  he  behavec 
in  the  mofl:  penitent  mannier,  and  wrote  ] 
hiftory  of  his  life  for  the  benefit  of  hi 
father,  from  which  this  narrative  is  a  faith' 
ful  extract,  ^ 
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EXECUTION. 

E  ARLY  on  the  morning  of  his  execur 
I  tion,  David  Haggart  joined  earneftly  in  de* 
^  votional  exercife  with  his  nninifterial  atten* 
j  dant.    After  the  chaplain  of  the  jail  had 
g  prayed,  an  officer  of  juftice  ordered  all  to 
J  retire,  as  he  had  foniething  to  communi. 
cate  to  the  unhappy  prifoner.  Haggart 
^immediately  exclaimed,  "  Oh  !  I  fnppofe  it 
„  IS  the^xecutioner.'*  Firmnefs  for  a  moment 
^gforfook  him,  and  with  arms  folded  he  ra- 
l«j  pidly  paced  too  and  fro,  dark  and  deepde- 
^ipair  ftrongly  depicted  in  his  countenance. 
^  He  ipeedily,  however,  regained  his  compo- 
^  fure  }  and,  when  the  executioner  appeared, 
I'at  once  allowed  his  arms  to  be  bound:  he 
J  was  then  removed  to  the  outer  hall,  where 
^he  was  received  by  the  magiftrates,  and  two 
^  clergymen.    After  prayers  they  proceeded 
'  to  the  fcafFold.— -The  conduct  of  the  unfor- 
lunate  youth  was  moft  becoming.  While 
iJthe  beneficial  influence  of  religion  was  ap. 
J  parent  in  his  whole  demeanour,  his  natural 
\j firmnefs  never  once  abandoned  him.  He 
devoutly  knelt  in  earneft  prayer;  and,  after 
l^  iddreffing  a  few  w^ords  of  deep  and  anxious 
Exhortation  to  the  furrounding  multitude, 
he  met  his  fate  with  the  fame  intrepidity 
which  diftinguifhed  all  the  actions  of  his 
[hurt,  but  guihy  and  eventful  life. 
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Tho  following  Song 

Was  made  by  Haggart  the  day  after  his 
condemnation ;  but  his  mind  foon  changed 
to  a  more  ferious  fubject,  and  his  whole 
deportment  afterwards  became  extremelj 
pious  and  refigned. 


Able  and  willing*  you  will  me  find, 
Thoug-h  bound  in  chains,  still  free  in  mind  : 
For  with  these  thing-s  Til  ne'er  be  griev'd, 
Although  of  freedom  I'm  bereav'd. 

In  this  vain  world  there  is  no  rest. 
And  life  is  but  a  span  at  best ; 
The  rich,  the  poor,  the  old,  the  young, 
Will  all  lie  low  before  'tis  long-. 

I  am  a  ro^ue,  I  don't  deny, 
But  never  liv'd  by  treachery  : 
To  rob  a  poor  man  I  disown — 
But  only  them  of  high  renown. 

Now  for  the  crime  that  I'm  condemn'd, 

The  same  I  never  did  intend  : 

Only  my  liberty  to  take. 

As  1  thought  my  life  did  Ke  at  stake. 

My  life  by  perjury  was  sworn  away, 
I'll  say  that  to  my  dying  day  : 

Oh  !  treacherous  S-  ,  you  did  me  betray, 

For  all  I  wanted  was — liberty. 

No  malice  in  my  heart  is  found 
To  any  man  above  the  ground  : 
Now,  all  good  people  that  speak  of  me. 
You  may  say  1  died  for  my  liberty. 
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AUbou^b  in  cbains  you  see  me  fast, 
fjo  frowns  upon  my  friends  pray  cast; 
^  For  my  relations  were  not  to  blame, 
'IS  And  I  brought  my  parents  to  grief  and  sbame. 

ed 

^IgNow  all  you  ramblers  in  mourning  ga, 
J  For  tbe  prince  of  ramblers  is  lying  low  :  * 
7  And  ail  you  maidens  wbo  love  tbe  game. 
Put  on  your  mourning  boods  again. 

all  your  powers  of  music  cbaunt, 
To  tbe  meniovy  of  my  dying  rant  ; 
A  song  of  melancholy  sinjr, 
Till  you  make  the  very  rafters  ring. 

Farewell  relations,  and  friends  also, 
The  time  is  nigh  when  I  must  go  • 
As  for  foes,  I  have  none  but  one. 
But  to  tbe  same  I've  done  no  wrong. 


Haggart  terminated  his  mortal  career  at 
the  age  of  21.  1  hough  young  in  years, 
he  was  old  in  infamy;  and  his  life  unfolds 
as  undeviating  a  courfe  of  wickednefs  as 
ever  difgraced  human  nature  :  it  was  told 
at  various  times  by  himfelf,  while  under 
fentence  of  death ;  and  thus,  though  the  re- 
membrance of  his  evil  deeds  furvives  him, 
nothing  good  is  recorded,  excepting  his,  we 
hope  not  too  late,  repentance.  His  adven- 
tures fall  ftiort  of  thofe  of  Barrington,  Vaux, 
&c — he  muft  be  claffed  as  the  hero  of  a 
humbler  fphere,  without  the  atrocity  that 
marks  a  kind  of  criminal  grandeur,  and 
demands  abhorrent  vengeance,  while  leffer 
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villanies  obtain  only  contemptuous  ftnpes 
He  committed,  howe\j^r,  at  lead  one  mui 
der — that  of  Morrin,  the  turnkey  of  Dum 
fries  j  il — for  which  he  fufFered  life  Jul 
feotence  of  the  law.  He  never  appears  t- 
have  wanted  courage  in  thofe  appallin: 
dangers  to  which  his  turpitude  expofet: 
him.  He  was  tall  in  ftature,  and  of  com 
manding  afpect,  limbs  remarkably  flexible 
and  legs  that  refembled  the  deer  in  fpeec 
He  mentions  the  peculiar  circumftances  o 
an  over-hafty  birth,  having  two  teeth  whei 
born,  with  an  uncommon  forwardnefs  c 
intellect  and  fpeech.  Surely  they  wer 
gifts  not  to  be  mifufed.  On  one  of  his  ap 
prehenfions,  being  under  clofe  confinemeni 
in  Edinburgh,  he  faid,  "  I  cannot  help  it 
I  was  born  for  a  thief ;  look  at  my  finger 
-—they  are  all  of  a  length,  like  the  prongj 
of  a  fork,  and  thus  they  never  fail  me.' 
This  was  true  :  his  fingers  reached  all  t( 
one  exact  length ;  and  though  curious  i 
by  no  means  lingular,  or  confi/ied  to  tha 
indmdual-  A  gentleman  prefent,  eft:eeme( 
for  his  refearches  in  philofophy  and  nature 
faid,  My  lad,  make  a  good  ufe  of  you 
long  fingers,  as  many  have  done  before  you 
one  of  the  beft  emperors  that  ever  livej 
had  the  like,  and  fo  had  a  celebrated  pro 
feffor  of  mufic  :  the  one,  a  virtuous,  eij 
lightened,  and  moil  exalted  fovereign  j  th 
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Other,  what  Pope  terms  a  noble  work — an 
"^  honeft  man ; — and  I  could  quote  feveral 
lothers/*  Haggart  orily  fneered  at  the  re* 
mark  and  advice,  and  faid, Fate  was  fate.'* 
^ — An  unhappy  conclufion,  drawn  by  too 
^many  out  of  the  right  line,  who  let  things 
^move  as  they  may,  and  never  fet  their 
^fhoulders  to  the  wheel,  but  accufe  predes. 
|tination  of  all  their  wants  and  woes, 

Haggart  gives  the  following  account  of 
^his  habits,  and  the  peculiar  vices  which 
''parked  his  character,  defcribing  alfo  fome 
^  •){  thofe  vicious  characters  by  whom  he  was 
^^initiated  into  all  the  myfteries  of  iniquity. 
P  I  never  was  given  to  drink,  further^ 
^|than  as  it  promoted  fun  in  fociety  ;  but  I  ^ 
^  W2iS  inordinately  fond  of  raffles,  cards,  and 
'^lancing,  and  this  led  me  to  the  company 
^)f  loofe  females,  that  caufed  my  ruin  ;  and 

ill  I  got  I  fpent  profufely  on  them.  Con* 
Ijilancy  was  not  my  motto  :  like  the  Grand 
"Seignior,  I  threw  my  handkerchief  firft  to 
^jme,  and  then  to  another,  as  fancy  prompt. 

d  y  and  my  character  for  generofaty  urged 
^^'hem  to  meet  me  more  than  half  way.  A 
^'jood  difpofed  woman  may  work  miracles 
"  ^ith  a  man  who  loves  her ;  but,  alas  for 
I  only  loved  the  reverfe  of  all  that  is 
^  /irtuous,  and  thofe  who  for  money  would 
."•lhat  and  advife  me  ii  iniquity.  On  the 
'^Sther  hand,  my  male  companions  learned 
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me  to  be  expert  in  fin  :  I  grew  to  fuch  j 
ftate,  that  I  dared  not  to  think  or  reflec 
night  or  day  ;  I  looked  backward  upor 
folly,  and  forward  with  dread ;  I  ftiudderec^^ 
to  look  my  parents  in  the  face,  and  I  fatall) 
quitted  my  home.  Oh  !  my  poor  mothei 
—how  bitterly  (he  took  on !  but  I  wai 
loft  to  all  feeling— the  devil  had  the  uppe 
hand  of  me. 

"My  moft  dangerous  affociate  was  'if 
young  man  named  Barnard  M  Guire,  ar^ 
Irifliman,  who  went  amongft  us  by  th<^' 
flang  appellation  of  *  the  darling  of  a  boy. 
Though  of  the  fifter  kingdom,  he  was  ap 
prenticed  to  a  tailor  at  Dumfries,  but  pre 
"  ferred  the  profeffion  of  a  pick-pocket :  hcl"' 
was  tall,  athletic,  and  courageous,  and  be 
came  my  inftructor  in  the  fcience :  in  fliort" 
he  was  clever  at  every  thing,  and  alway 
gave  me  fair  play  as  to  my  &are ;  but  w(| 
fometimes  played  the  double  on  our  com 
panions,  even  Barnard's  own  brother,  whcT 
was  alfo  a  thief/' 

Haggart,  in  his  remarks  in  prifon,  cau 
tioned  perfons  againft  needlefsly  and  care 
lefsly  expofing  their  money  to  view.  OmW 
example  he  gives  is  as  follows  : — We  ob^^i 
ferved  a  gentleman,  one  morning,  with  i^^rt 
heap  of  notes  in  his  hand,  coming  out  of  j 
banking-houfe*  It  was  my  turn  to  follov 
him.    I  did  fo,  from  place  to  place,  with 
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hjput  any  chance  offering— fomething  or 
ecilinother  intervened,  and  it  was  full  hve  in 
53g|:he  evening  before  I  could  make  a  fnatch 
at  him  ;  and  then,  to  my  great  difappoint- 
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illylient,  I  got  only  eleven  pounds.  He  muft 
[lEipave  been  paying  it  away,  for  it  was  in  the 
vjj'ery  identical  cafe  in  which  I  had  feen  him 
mt  the  notes  in  the  morning.  While  he 
vas  engaged  in  clofe  converfation  with  a 
;entleman,  I  flipped  pall  and  robbed  him 
3  expertly,  that  he  was  quite  unconfcious 
i  the  act. 

When  committed  to  Downpatrick  jail, 

e  gives  the  following  account  of  it :  

"  I  foon  found  my  fellow.prifoners  a 
ueer  fet  of  lads.    They  had  all  their  fancy 
J077ien,  and  I  was  not  long  behind 'them 
that  relpect.    One  lodged  above  me 
jyi  ^hom  I  took  a  fancy  to,  and  ufed,  through 
hole  in  the  top  of  my  cell,  to  hand  her 
p  meat  and  liquor,  and  a  part  of  every 
,l,jiing  I  had. 

*'  The  prifoners  were  here  ferved  out 
three  days'  allowance  at  a  time.  One 
lorning,  after  having  received  our  ufual 
,..|PP'y»        fellow-prilbners  and  I  agreed 
otjf  block  up  the  pafsage  that  led  to  our - 
|>artments,  and  break  through  to  the  wo- 
,  en.    I  hey  began  to  block  up  the  doors 
),  ith  benches  and  tables,  but  I  did  noi  ap. 
i-b  ove  of  that  way,  and  began  with  the 


coaUfpade  to  lift  up  the  flags  of  the  floor  i 
they  all  aflifted  me,  and  >»e  barricadoed  th^ 
door  fo  completely  that  the  jailors  coulc 
not  get  at  us.  We  then  broke  through 
to  the  females,  and  ferved  their  doors  th< 
fame,  and  kept  the  premifes  two  whoU 
days,  during  which  time  we  gave  way  tc 
every  wickednefs  ;  and  of  all  the  depravec 
fcenes  of  my  (hort  and  fmful  life,  nonf 
came  up  in  licentioufnefs  to  thole  in  thejii 
of  Downpatrick.  After  this  period  oi 
riot,  we  were  broke  in  upon  and  fecured  | 
I  was  ironed  and  locked  up  in  a  cell,  and 
kept  in  Confinement  till  the  day  previoujj 
to  my  trial,  j 
"  Alas  !  a  prifon  is  the  blackeft;  andj 
worft  conducted  place  in  the  world :  man| 
a  poor  lad  is  brought  to  the  gallows  at; 
laft,  becaufe  his  firft  offence  is  puniflied  bj 
imprifonment.  This  teaches  him  all  evi) 
ways ;  whereas,  if  he  had  been  foundlj 
flogged,  and  fent  home  to  his  friends  oi 
parents,  he  might  have  turned  out  a  good 
man.  I  cannot  fay  my  bad  habits  were 
learned  in  jail ;  but  this  I  can  affirm,  thej 
were  confirmed  there. 

J 
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